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When the United Nations introduced the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. it was seen by many as
a sign of optimism, of the possibilities of a better world. Yet, over 50 years later, observers recognize that we live
in an age when human rights abuses are as prevalent as they ever have been — in some instances more prevalent.
The world is littered with examples of violations of basic rights: censorship, discrimination, political
imprisonment, torture, slavery, the death penalty, disappearances, genocide, poverty, x¥efugees. The rights of

to be complacent about its performance

pational are usually reluctant to rank countries

(d) The kind of rights that were violated.

1.3 The phrase 'littered with examples of violations' means
(a) Weighed down

(b) Being harassed

(c) Under undue stress

(d) Plagued with incidents of violations of rights
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2

The awareness of equal corruption will be a better emotional basis for the so-called multiracial Commonwealth,
of which much is made than its professed principle - the pursuit of common aims in world politics, aims which
are so rarefied that a large volume of artificial political oxygen is needed to keep that body - politic breathing.
After all, it cannot be denied that even the United States and the Russia are pursuing common aims in world
affairs, such as peace, disarmament, democracy, technological progress, as well as freedom as understood by
each. But that is not preventing them from doing things which might lead to the destruction or near destruction
of mankind. Thus, common aims would seem to be very undependable as guarantees for goodwill and
cooperation among nations. On the contrary, a frank admission of being equal sinners would at least encourage
charity and discourage moral arrogance. That would be a better foundation for integration for international and
multiracial cooperation.

2.1 The Superpowers may claim to have the same laudable objectives, but
(a) Do not work earnestly to achieve them.

(b) Undo each other's efforts.

(c) Still act against the interests of mankind.

(d) Do not see them in the right perspective.

2.2 The Commonwealth is characterised by
(a) The failure of the constituents to.

(b) The racial nature of its membership work for the same goal
(c) Uniform lack of moral standards.
(d) Constant redefining of objectives.

2.3 The thrust of the author's argument is that
(a) The Commonwealth has outlived its utility.

of tourism have also played a significant role in international tourism

(b) Heritage tourism
(c) Ecotourism (d) All of these

3.2 Which of the following has been the factor behind the dramatic growth and spread or International tourism
over the past 50 years?

(a) Increase in wealth

(b) Free time

(c) Technological advances in transport

(d) All of these

4

In a typical western liberal context, depending of democracy invariably leads to consolidation of ‘liberal values’.
In the Indian context, democratization is translated into greater involvement of people not as 'individuals' which
is a staple to liberal discourse, but as communities or groups. Individuals are getting involved in the public sphere
not as 'atomized' individuals but as members of primordial communities drawn on religious or caste identity.
Community-identity seems to be the governing force. It is not therefore surprising that the so called peripheral
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groups continue to maintain their identities with reference to the social groups (caste, religion or sect) to which
they belong while getting involved in the political processes despite the fact that their political goals remain more
or less identical. By helping to articulate the political voice of the marginalized, democracy in India has led to a
loosening of social strictures' and empowered the peripherals to be confident of their ability to improve the
socio-economic conditions in which they are placed. This is a significant political process that had led to a silent
revolution through a meaningful transfer of power from the upper caste elites to various subaltern groups within
the democratic framework of public governance.

4.1 According to the passage, what does "deepening of democracy” mean in the Western context?
(a) Consolidation of group and class identities.

(b) Democratization translated as greater involvement of people.

(c) Democratization as greater involvement of atomized' individuals in the public sphere

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above is the correct in this context.

4.2 Greater democratization in India has not necessarily led to?-
(a) The dilution of caste and communal identities in the public sphere.

(b) Irrelevance of community identity as a governing force in Indian politics.
(c) Marginalization of elite groups in society.

(d) Relative unimportance of hereditary identities over class identitie

(c) Social change through transfer of power from upper cast
(d) All the statements (a), (b) and (c) given above are.corre

5

Meritocracy, the idea that jobs and rewards showldMe distx g to ability and effort, is becoming the
hegemonic social form in the modern world. Cont | perception, even affirmative action is not, as a
principle, a deviation from the logic of meritocracy/ldeally, i ueans of devising a way of identifying talent
from a larger social pool. Michael Yo\ing\coi ¢ texmNn hisWrilliantly dystopian portrayal in The Rise of
Meritocracy (1958). Despite Young's Warkir i ¥ was seen as an emancipatory idea, the very
embodiment of equality of oppse i {rs would be*open to talent, not the lottery of birth; the most
productive citizens would bg ratic slackers; what one does would become more important
than who one is. Some copCeption of abiljt gence plus effort became the new currency of recognition.

5.1 With reference QOVE e following assumptions have been made:

1. Inspired by the merits i pegple are committed to a view of the hierarchies of money and status.
2. Instead of bainy i on, equality, and self-discovery meritocracy reflects a new form of
oppression, ineq {

(a) 1 only

(b) 2only

(c) .

(d) Neith

5.2 The passage seem>t@’argue

(a) Eight out of 10 of the richest Americans owe their wealth to their talent, not to inheritance.
(b) Rewards may be distributed according to talent.

(c) Meritocracy has now taken on the form of an inheritance

(d) None of the above

5.3 "Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana", recently seen in the news, is launched by which state
government?

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Rajasthan

(c) Kerala

(d) Gujarat
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5.4 What is the primary objective of the 'New India Literacy Programme (NILP), recently in news?

(a) To promote sports among children aged 6-14

(b) To provide food to 9th to 12th students

(c) To provide free laptops to college students

(d) To support the States and Union Territories in promoting literacy among non- literates aged 15 and above

5.5 Recently, which state has become the first in the country to give money to girl students to buy sanitary
napkins?

(a) Rajasthan (b) Gujarat

(c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Odisha

5.6 'Neelakurinji plant’, recently seen in news, is mostly found in which region of India?
(a) Ladakh (b) Western Ghats

(c) Northeastern (d) Rajasthan

5.7 Aman Sehrawat, who recently won bronze medal at Paris Olympics 2024, is a§
(a) Boxing (b) Wrestling
(c) Table Tennis (d) Badminton

ich sports?

(a) Virus
(c) Fungus

5.9 What is Waqf, recently seen in news?

(a) A property dedicated in the name of God for religj
(b) A government-owned property

(c) A property dedicated for personal use
(d) A temporary donation of property

5.10 Adam's Bridge, recently seen in the news, is s¢ e two water bodies?
(a) Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea
(b) Gulf of Mannar and Palk Strait
(c) Red Sea and Gulf of Aden

5.11. Which country is‘part
Gujarat?
(a) Japan
(b) South Kore§
(c) Thailand
(d) Vietnam

a to de¢velop the National Maritime Heritage Complex in Lothal,

5.12W PG as launched the 'Health Saathi' plan priced at ?35 per month for its merchant partners? (
(a) Paytm
(b) Google
(c) Amazon
(d) Flipkart

5.13 Which organization has launched the 'Sampoornata Abhiyan' aimed at holistic development in India's
challenging regions?

(a) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

(b) NITI Aayog

(c) Ministry of Rural Development

(d) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
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5.14 What is the focus of PM's 'NAMO Drone Didi' Scheme?
(a) Empowering women in the healthcare sector

(b) Training women in digital marketing

(c) Providing financial support to women entrepreneurs
(d) Empowering women in the agriculture sector

5.15 Where is the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization located?
(a) Geneva (b) Vienna
(c) Rome (d) Paris

5.16 Which community is the largest scheduled tribe in India?
(a) Santhals (b) Gonds
(c) Bhils (d) Mundas

5.17 In India, up to what age are working children classified as child labour?
(a) Up to 16 years (b) Up to 12 years
(c) Up to 14 years (d) Up to 18 years

5.18 Which two states are collaborating to develop the 'Shri Krishna
(a) Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat
(c) Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh

(a) China
(c) Japan
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